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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:MASS, SA 

SUBJECT: SAG REQUEST FOR AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM AND TOW 
REF: JIDDA 2955 

1. ALTHOUGH WE WERE HOPEFUL THAT THIS MATTER COULD BE 
HANDLED ENTIRELY THROUGH THE ARMY PORTION OF DOD SURVEY, 

IN MEETING WITH DOD ON 7 JUNE 1974 IN PENTAGON, GENERAL 
KABBANI, CHIEF, SAUDI MILITARY OPERATIONS BOARD, PRESSED 
DOD FOR AN EARLY RESPONSE TO THE SAG REQUEST FOR AIR 
DEFENSE SYSTEM IN REFTEL AND SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED THAT 
INITIAL RESPONSE BE PROVIDED OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF THE DOD 
SURVEY. WE SUGGEST, THEREFORE, THAT YOU PROVIDE THE 
FOLLOWING RESPONSES TO QUERIES CITED PARA 4A THRU F, REFTEL. 

A. YES, CHAPARRAL (MISSILE) AND VULCAN (GUN) SELF-PRO- 
PELLED (SP) AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM ARE ORGANIC TO U.S. ARMY 
ARMOR AND MECHANIZED DIVISIONS. 
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B. THESE SYSTEMS ARE THE ONLY AVAILABLE SELF-PROPELLED 
AIR DEFENSE UNITS ORGANIC TO DIVISIONS IN THE U.S. ARMY 
AND ARE EQUALLY MODERN. 

C. YES, BOTH SYSTEMS CAN BE PURCHASED BY THE SAG. FYI: 
CHAPARRAL HAS BEEN OFFERED TO SAUDI ARABIA BY VIRTUE OF AN 
EXCEPTION TO THE NATIONAL DISCLOSURE POLICY (NDP) IN APRIL 
1973. VULCAN WAS APPROVED FOR THE SANG IN DECEMBER 1973 
AND THERE IS NO REASON WHY IT CANNOT BE SOLD TO THE 

SAUDI ARABIAN ARMY (SAA). END FYI. 

D. A COMPLETE PROPOSAL ON THE SYSTEMS TO INCLUDE SUPPORT. 
MAINTENANCE AND TRAINING CAN BE PROVIDED. FOR PLANNING 
PURPOSES, PRICE AND AVAILABILITY FOR A U.S. ARMY 
CHAPARRAL/VULCAN (CV) BATTALION INCLUDING ANCILLARY EQUIP- 
MENT IS LISTED BELOW. CV COMPOSITE BATTALIONS (2 
CHAPARRAL AND 2 VULCAN BATTERIES) ARE NORMALLY DEPLOYED 
WITH U.S. ARMOR/MECHANIZED DIVISIONS. CHAPARRAL, 2 
BATTERIES EACH, (12 FIRE UNITS PER BATTERY), ESTIMATED 

COST 26.0 MILLION DOLLARS, AVAILABILITY 36 MONTHS; VULCAN, 

2 BATTERIES EACH (12 FIRE UNITS PER BATTERY), 

ESTIMATED COST 12.0 MILLION DOLLARS, AVAILABILITY 33 
MONTHS; CV BATTALION, TOTAL ESTIMATED COST 38.0 MILLION 
DOLLARS. 

E. YES, A SAUDI TEAM IS WELCOME TO EXAMINE THE EQUIPMENT 
IN THE U.S. 

F. YES, THIS TEAM COULD OBSERVE ANNUAL SERVICE PRACTICE 
FIRINGS. 

2. RESPONSE TO PARA 6 REFTEL IS AS FOLLOWS: 

AS STATED IN PARA 1C ABOVE, THE U.S. IS PREPARED TO MAKE 
AVAILABLE TO SAG MODERN SELF-PROPELLED AIR DEFENSE 
SYSTEMS (CHAPARRAL AND VULCAN). ALSO, THE U.S. IS 
CURRENTLY STUDYING THE POSSIBILITY OF SELECTING EITHER 
THE RAPIER, ROLAND, OR A U.S. SYSTEM TO REPLACE THE CLEAR 
WEATHER CHAPARRAL. WHEN DECISION MADE USG WILL OF COURSE 
BE PREPARED TO INFORM MODA WHICH OF THESE MISSILES 
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IT HAS SELECTED. HOWEVER, RESULTS, DATA AND CONCLUSIONS 
OF U.S. TESTS OF WEAPON SYSTEM OF FOREIGN MANUFACTURE 
CANNOT BE RELEASED UNTIL APPROVAL IS GIVEN BY THE FOREIGN 
GOVERNMENT TO RELEASE THE INFORMATION TO THE SAG. 

3. THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL COMMENTS SHOULD BE PROVIDED 
TO SAG RELATIVE TO ANTI-AIRCRAFT REQUIREMENT. 
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A. SELF-PROPELLED ANTI AIRCRAFT FOR SAUDI ARABIAN ARMOR 
IS CLEARLY REQUIRED. THE PRECISE TYPE AND AMOUNT, HOW- 
EVER, SHOULD RECEIVE CAREFUL STUDY SINCE REQUESTED 
ITEMS IMPOSE SIGNIFICANT MAINTENANCE COMMITMENTS. 

B. AS POINTED OUT IN PARA 2 ABOVE, THE U.S. ARMY IS 
PRESENTLY EVALUATING SEVERAL SHORT-RANGE ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
MISSILES TO SEE WHICH SHOULD BE INTEGRATED INTO OUR 
STRUCTURE. BY DA MESSAGE 262009Z APRIL 1974, USMTM WAS 
ADVISED THAT THIS EVALUATION HAD BEGUN. AFTER A SYSTEM 
IS SELECTED THERE WILL BE A MINIMUM OF FOUR YEARS BEFORE 
THE EQUIPMENT BECOMES AVAILABLE TO THE U.S. ARMY. 

C. THE QUESTION OF BUYING GUN SYSTEMS SUCH AS THE VULCAN 
SHOULD NOT BE DEALT WITH SEPARATELY NOW AS AN OVERALL 
BALANCE BETWEEN GUNS AND MISSILES SHOULD BE SOUGHT. ALSO. 
PROJECTED ACQUISITIONS OF AIR DEFENSE SYSTEMS FROM OTHER 
SOURCES (E.G., OERLIKON) MUST BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION 

IN THE CONTEXT OF OVERALL MANPOWER AVAILABILITY. HENCE, 

A DECISION SHOULD AWAIT THE ARMY PORTION OF THE DOD SURVEY 
AND ANTI-AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE PART OF A LONG TERM UPGRADING 
OF THE ARMY RATHER THAN AN IMMEDIATE CRASH PROGRAM. 

4. RE PARA 8 REFTEL, USG HAS AUTHORIZED SALE OF TOW TO 
SAUDI ARABIA. FYI: AN EXCEPTION TO NATIONAL DISCLOSURE , 
POLICY WAS GIVEN SAUDI ARABIA AS REGARDS TOW ON APRIL 1973 
AND WE OFFERED TO SELL TOW TO SANG IN DECEMBER 1973. END 
FYI. IN RESPONSE TO MODA REQUEST FOR TOW, THE FOLLOWING 
PRICE DATA MAY BE USED FOR PLANNING PURPOSES.AS RE- 
COMMENDED FOR OTHER SYSTEMS, A DECISION ON TOW SHOULD 
AWAIT THE ARMY PORTION OF THE DOD SURVEY. PRICES FOR 
MAJOR TOW ITEMS FOLLOWS: 
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ITEM ESTIMATED UNIT PRICE EST. EXTENDED PR. 

(DOLLARS) 

LAUNCHER, 80 EA. 29,263 2.3 

MISSILE, ATTACK, 

1520 EA 3,527 5.4 

MISSILE, PRACTICE, 

80 EA 3,363 .3 

ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT 1.6 

TOTAL 9.6 MILLION 

AS REGARDS AVAILABILITY, EMBASSY AWARE WORLDWIDE 
DEMAND FOR TOW CONTINUES TO BE HEAVY. HOWEVER USG IS 
PREPARED TO DRAW UP A LETTER OF OFFER WHICH WOULD PROVIDE 
THE FOLLOWING: 3 LAUNCHERS. ONE TRAINER AND 50 
MISSILES TO BE DELIVERED WITHIN 90 DAYS OF SAUDI ACCEPTANCE 
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OF LETTER OF OFFER; THEN 3 LAUNCHERS AND 50 MISSILES PER 
MONTH UNTIL A TOTAL OF 12 LAUNCHERS AND 200 MISSILES ARE 
DELIVERED. THIS DELIVERY SCHEDULE (FYI: INVOLVING 
DIVERSION FROM CURRENT PRODUCTION FOR US ARMY END FYI) 
WOULD BE SUFFICIENTTO ENABLE THE SAA TO START A TRAINING 
PROGRAM. THE BALANCE OF 68 LAUNCHERS AND 1400 MISSILES 
WOULD BE PROGRAMMED FOR DELIVERY FROM PRODUCTION. A 
SIMILAR OFFER FOR KUWAIT BEING REPORTED IN ANOTHER MESSAGE 
WILL BE REPEATED TO YOU FOR INFORMATION. 

5. FYI: SANG REQUIREMENTS FOR TOW ARE BEING PROGRAMMED 
SEPARATELY END FYI. SISCO UNQTE KISSINGER 
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